2010 “Fair Person of the Year”

District 1- Vince Peterson, Waseca County

District 2- Leslie O. Smith, McLeod County

District 3- Glenn Johnson, Isanti County

District 4- Ronald Erickson, Ramsey County

District 5- Pete Peterson, Hennepin County

District 6- Gene Gerth, Mille Lacs County

District 7- Wally Wichmann, Lyon County

District 8-Joe Jance, St. Louis County

District 9- Dwight Anderson, Marshall County

District 1- Waseca County


Representing District 1 in an individual who has served on the fair board for over 45 years, beginning in 1964.  Over the years, this individual has held the offices of President, Vice President and 2nd Vice President.  Before becoming part of the fair board this individual participated in the 4-H program for 10 years.


This individual has rarely missed a board meeting over the many years, regularly attends MFCF District 1 meetings, and the MFCF Annual Convention.  He travels to other fairs, and festivals to gain new ideas and meet with other fair board directors.  The county fair is an important part of this individual’s life.


This individual can be found stopping by the fair grounds to help with projects though out the year.  They have served on the Building Committee for the building of a 4-H judging arena.  Organizing the indoor vendors has been an important part of this individuals duties at the fair, along with assisting in many of the over 20 sub-committees each year.


Honor’s this individual has received include:  1st Honorary Alumni Award in 4-H, Outstanding County Farmer, Century Farm Award, Soil Conservation “Farmer of the Year, Grand Marshal for their community, and just this year, Achievement Award from his county fair.


This individual has been very active in the church, serving as President of the Church Council.  He is known for his outstanding traditional Christmas light display and continues to celebrate the season in memory of his late wife Virginia.


We present the “Fair Person of the Year” award to Vince Peterson of Waseca County.


Congratulations Vince!

District 2- Mc Leod County


District 2 honor’s an individual who has been part of the fair industry for many, many years.  This individual was elected to their fair board in 1974.   While on the board, served as Vice President for two terms and served as the Chair of “Advance sale- ride tickets” for nearly 20 years.  This required him to distribute tickets to area towns, picking up the proceeds, and any unsold tickets and keeping an accurate record.  This individual continues to solicit donations for the Grand Prize Vehicle given away each year at the County Fair.  His team consistently brings in on of the highest dollar amounts.


Over the years, this individual has attended the MFCF Convention, the District 2 annual meetings.  You can always depend on this individual to take accurate notes, and report back to his board.


This individual has not only been active at the local level, but also at the state level.  He can trace his state fair activities as far back as the 1930’s.  Missing only those years to serve his county during WW II and the Korean War and the years the state fair was not held because of the polio outbreak.  He received an achievement award for 50 years of service to the Minnesota State Fair in 1988, and recognized for 30 years active service to his county fair in 2004.


He just celebrated his 90th birthday and continues to be community minded.  He is a long-standing member of the Hutchinson Safety Council, attends as many Chamber of Commerce Conventions and Visitor Bureau functions as possible.  He is a member of the American Legion Post #96, where he received recognition for 60 years of membership.  He’s been an active member of his church serving as elder, trustee and usher.


District 2 recognizes Leslie O. Smith of Mc Leod County, as “Fair Person of the Year”.


Congratulations Leslie!

District 3- Isanti County


This individual has served on the board for over 25 years.  As the senior most member, this individual remember coming on board in the late 1980’s.


Some of the responsibilities this individual has been part of include:  Chair of the Insurance Committee, Agreements, Policy and Procedure, Financial and Land Acquisitions.  He has also been involved with Senior Day and can be found helping out in the fair office from time to time.  As a director, this individual rarely misses a board meeting, attends many committee meetings and is a valuable resource.


This individual served, as County Commissioner for 30 years, was the secretary/treasurer for the East Central Development Commission, served on the Board of the Lakes and Pines Program, to name just a few.


In 2009, this individual provided the fair with his partial collection of antique tractors.  Tractor enthusiasts and fair goers had an opportunity to view a snippet of agricultural history.  The fair received many positive comments about this wonderful collection.


It was stated, “this individual does not deserve “Fair Person of the Year”, but “Fair Person of the YEARS”!!!!!


District 3 recognizes Glenn Johnson of Isanti County as “Fair Person of the Year”.


Congratulations Glenn!

District 4- Ramsey County


Representing district 4 is an individual who has served on the board since 1985.  In 1994 he was elected President of the board, a position he still holds today.


Many of us have grown up with a 4-H experience or background.  Not this individual, he was an Eagle Scout and still maintains his interest in the Boy Scouts.


As a student attending Hamline University, he worked part-time for 3M, upon graduation he went to work in the 3M’s purchasing department and stayed there for 38 years.


This individual has a great talent in music.   He grew up singing in high school, college and church choirs and has also performed as a soloist. He sang with the 3M male chorus and still sings with the Mellow Fellows.  


He is a member of the Osman Temple Shrine and a member of the Eastern Star.  With his love of music, he has also sung in the Minnesota Order of Eastern Star Choir.


He is active in his church and where there’s work to be done, you’ll find him.   He is on the advisory board and also volunteers at God’s Closet, a charitable program that helps clothe neighborhood residents of St. Paul.  



He has been a director on the Minnesota Federation of County Fairs board for 15 years.   During his service he has held the position of Vice President.


District 4 would like to recognize Ronald Erickson of Ramsey County as “Fair Person of the Year”.


Congratulations Ron!

District 5- Hennepin County


Representing district 5 is an individual who’s always willing to help wherever they are needed.  


They’ve been a board member for over 15 years and held the office of Vice President.


Some of the duties or responsibilities this individual took on was coordinating the “Bingo” tent.  Along with this task he helped find sponsors and donations for the fairs Volunteer Appreciation Dinner.  He has also been in charge of signage to advertise the fair.  This task included coordinating the printing and distribution of lawn signs, and installation of large signs along the highways and around the community. 


You will always find him at the fair from set-up to take down.  He’s been a tremendous help in the Children’s Activity area, helping children “make and take” treasures from the fair.


Carnivals and fairs have always been an important part of his life.


District 5 would like to recognize Pete Peterson of Hennepin County as “Fair Person of the Year”.


Congratulations Pete!

District 6- Mille Lacs County


Representing District 6 is an individual who has served on the fair board for 25 years.  Some of the main responsibilities/ committees this individual served on included: the Speedway Committee, Entertainment Committee, Advertising and Promotions Committees, Open Class Committee and Premium Committees.  Along with serving on many different committees, this individual is ready to help whenever and wherever needed.  It may be building a new stage at fairgrounds, announcing events, winterizing buildings or blowing snow at the fairgrounds.  This individual is always ready to help out.


This individual received the “Distinguished Service” awards from the Minnesota Federation of County Fairs, and the Rum River Citizen’s League and a “Lifetime Membership” from the Minnesota Federation of County Fairs and the American Angus Association.


He served many years as District 6- Director of the Minnesota Federation of County Fairs, serving as Vice President, President and Past President.  Over the past two years, he has been a Director of the Board of Managers of the Minnesota State Fair.


Besides being involved in the fair industry, this individual has been Supervisor and Treasurer of Mille Lacs Soil and Water Conservation District, a member of the Princeton Rotary Club and an active member of his church.


We present “Fair Person of the Year” to Gene Gerth of Mille Lacs County.  Gene passed away November 22, 2009.


His years of dedication and selflessness have not gone unnoticed.


Thank you Gene for helping make the Mille Lacs County Fair the fair it is today.  You will truly be missed.


Accepting the award in Gene’s honor and memory is his wife, Judy.

District 7- Lyon County


Representing district 7 is an individual who has served on their county fair board for 36 years.  While on the board they have help the offices of President and Vice President and served on many committees.


Some of the accomplishments of this individual include” the construction of an indoor show arena, bringing in headline entertainment, rodeo and NTPA truck and tractor pulls.  The most recent accomplishment was to get the 501C3 status for their county fair.  As you may know, this requires many hours of hard work.


This individual served on the 4-H Advisory Council as President and Vice President.  During his tenure he served on the committee to construct a new 4-H food stand.


Along with his love of the county fair, he’s active within his church, having served on the church council as trustee, treasurer and elder.  He also helped with the plans and construction of a K-8 school affiliated with the church.


The county fair has been an important part of his life.  He grew up in 4-H, his children participated in 4-H and now you’ll find his grand children participating in 4-H and activities at the county fair.


He continues to live by the 4-H motto: “Making the Best- Better”!  He’ll do whatever it takes to improve the fair.


During the summer you will find this individual visiting other fairs though out the state of Minnesota, gathering new ideas, meeting with board members or directors, making important connections with others in the fair industry.


He not only serves on the county fair board, but is also a director of the Minnesota Federation of County Fair, where he has been the Vice President, and currently serves as President.


District 7 honor’s Wally Wichmann of Lyon County as “Fair Person of the Year”.   Congratulations Wally

District 8- St. Louis County


Representing district 8 is an individual with a “can do” attitude.  Meeting challenges with optimism and enthusiasm have been invaluable in making their fair relocation a success.

They became a board member in 2000, but have been involved in the fair for many years prior to their election onto the board.


As a board member he serves on the Executive Building and the Horse Committee.  As a member of the Horse Committee, his experience and background in horse shows has proven to be a great asset. He’s been involved in creating and instituting policies that are necessary for making the horse area at the fair a safe place for participants and spectators alike.  He was instrumental in the development and annual staging of their fair association’s – “Read, Set, Go – All Horse Expo”.

He’s been an instrumental force behind the mini horse pull, mounted shooters and K-9 demonstrations at the fair. 


When the fair rolls around, you’ll always find this individual.  There’s no task too big or too small.  He’s not only at the fair, but can be found working weeks prior to the fair preparing it for the opening day.


This individual was presented with the “Exemplary Service Award” from his county for his volunteer work with Arrowhead Victim Services, where he’s an advocate for victim’s rights.  In 2008 the St. Louis County Agricultural Fair Association presented him with their first every, “Outstanding Volunteer Award”.


Besides being an active fair board member, this individual has helped his community by being trained and serves as a First Responder for Bakan Township, Eveleth Taconite Company and the Menorca Mine.


District 8 is honored to present Joe Jance of St. Louis County the “Fair Person of the Year” award.


Congratulations Joe!

District 9- Marshall County


District 9 would like to recognize an individual who has been an innovative, visionary leader on their fair board.  This individual was elected to the board in 1988 and has served as a director, Secretary/Manager from 2003-2007 and most recently served at President in 2008-present.   


Some of the committees this individual served on include: 4-H, Advertising/Promotion, carnival, fund raising, food vendors, outside vendors and buildings committee.  This is just a small list of the committees this individual worked on.


Creative and new ways to raise money to improve the fair was one of his many projects.  It may be an event called “Ag Bash” or “Repair the Fair”…..  This event included, games, food, live auctions, or the opportunity to simply make monetary donations.


He was instrumental in promoting the fair year around, such as magnetic signs on the side of cars with the fair dates, website, Face book, announcing the fair dates at local sporting events or a billboard along the road.    People in the area always knew when the fair was gong to take place.


This individual grew up in 4-H, became a State Ambassador in 1971 and continued to be a 4-H supporter.

He was proud to have a granddaughter in the program- a fourth generation 4-Her.


This individual was also a leader in the community.  He was part of the Blandin Community Leadership Program, helped start the Warren-Alvarado-Oslo PTO, served on the school board from 1989-2000, Marshall County Extension Committee, Church council, and Mc Crea town board.   He also volunteered as a wrestling coach with the Jaycees for many years.

He was a member of the Minnesota Soybean Council, the Minnesota Association of Wheat Growers and worked with the University of Minnesota- Crookston having test plots on his farm.


In 1989, he was awarded the Outstanding Young Farmer Award.


When asked why he puts so much time into the fair his response, with a twinkle in his eye is- “a fair is a place for everyone to enjoy, a place for everyone to meet and catch up with the neighbors and friends whom you didn’t always get to visit with because sometimes life gets too busy.  The fair is a place for everyone of any age to enjoy and be a part of.”


District 9 presents “Fair Person of the year” to Dwight Anderson of Marshall County.


Dwight passed away this past summer….


Your quick insight, but always-jovial smile will be missed.

Thank you for making Marshall County Fair into one of the finest in the Northwest Region.


Accepting the award in Dwight’s honor and memory is his wife, Cindy.

