
Greetings to All: 

It seems like just yester-

day that we were at the 

Annual Convention in 

Bloomington learning 

and sharing ideas for 

improving our own 

county fairs.  Now we are 

in the midst of just days 

away from the beginning 

of the busy 2010 fair 

season.  

     This spring we all kept busy keeping an eye and ear 

on what was happening at the Minnesota State Legis-

lature in St. Paul and hoping that our lobbyist, Jerry 

Schoenfeld wasnõt running out of energy.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Thanks to each of you, who stayed in touch with your 

local representatives and helped inform them about 

the importance of our county fairs.   

         It is an honor and privilege for me to serve as the 

MFCF president. Great weather and enthusiastic fair 

people are contagious.   

     As we start the summer fair season, remember every 

fair has something unique to offer.  I urge you to take the 

time and get out and visit some other fairs and see what 

they are doing first-hand. Remember to also take a few 

pictures to show your board members when you return 

home too. 

     Donõt forget to take pictures of your own county fair 

this year too so we can include them in our                         

òTour of Fairsó slide show at the state convention this 

coming January 2011.  

     I hope to see many of you at a couple of county fairs 

this summer.   

Dan Grunhovd                                                                

President 

WISHES FOR A GREAT FAIR SEASON FROM YOUR MFCF PRESIDENT  

WADENA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS TAKES A BIG HIT FROM MOTHER NATURE  
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      No matter how much you planðthe unexpected can strike at 
anytime.  So it was as severe storms and tornados of June 17 rolled 
through several counties including Polk, Ottertail and Wadena on 
one stormy Friday afternoon.  

      By all accounts the destruction was overwhelming and massive.  
Not only did local residents need to secure their homes, businesses 
and farms but those on the fair board  would have make plans to 
clear and then replace buildings on the fairgrounds that had been 
destroyed.   

     The Wadena County Fair website indicates the strength and 
resilience of the leadership as it declared, ñWe are strong and will 
make it happen.ò  A tornado clean-up tab on the website keeps 
everyone updated on how things are going.  The fair is scheduled 
for July 29-31. The Norton and Hennepin County Fair Boards have 
met with locals and offered suggestions on safety and security for 
exhibits, people and animals and the use of tents if needed.   Debris is piled near the ruined Grandstand on the Wadena County Fairgrounds

                                                        - Continued on page  2 - 



      Lori Ann Kinney wrote and edited this 

yearõs convention newsletter and appre-

ciated all of the submissions by Donna, 

Nancy and Patrick.  Lori worked for many 

years as a junior account executive while 

she was based in Santa Monica, CA.  She 

is experienced in public relations and 

communications.  

      Lori returned to her native Minnesota 

in July of 2008 and has decided to stay 

for awhile.  This summer she hopes to 

attend several county fairs and once 

again experience the thrills of a wide-

variety of foods and rides.  She also 

hopes to reintroduce her California son 

to the Minnesota State Fair in August.     

OLMSTED COUNTY FAIR MAY BE RELOCATING THEIR GROUNDS 

    THE WADENA COUNTY FAIR WILL GO ON   (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
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BEHIND THIS 

SUMMER EDITION            

PHOTOS AND                

NEWSLETTER?  

The Olmsted County Fair has been in its present 

location, within the city limits of Rochester for 91 

years.  Throughout those years, not only has the 

City of Rochester seen tremendous growth and 

expansion but the needs of the Agricultural Associa-

tion, farming,, 4-H and FFA communities have 

grown as well.   

The Olmsted County Fair, like the previous occu-

pant of the property, the Rochester Airport, has 

expanded to capacity and its future growth is lim-

ited simply because of geography.   

The Olmsted County Fair Board is committed to, 

and shares, the founding ideals of Dr. Grahamõs 

dream to cultivate and further develop its agricul-

tural program to preserve our history and for the 

education of our youth. 

The opportunity to purchase a large, well-situated 

parcel of property with existing, up-to-date, multi-

use, handicap accessible buildings came at an 

ideal time.  The Olmsted County Fair will be able to 

expand with this new open space and bring a local 

ômachinery hillõ experience and many agricultural 

exhibits to the fair once again.  In addition, event 

organizers, with requests from many different agri-

cultural events and family oriented entertainment 

have approached the Fair Board about hosting their 

events. The purchase of this property will allow for a 

wide range of year-round activities such as dog, cat 

and livestock shows, 

as well as rodeo, circus, antique, classic car, truck 

and snowmobile events to name a few.  It is an 

ideal venue for these activities and for music and 

monster truck events due to its location on beauti-

ful farmland rather than in a residential neighbor-

hood. 

The property is located at the intersection of I-90 

and State Highway #63, and is just 10 minutes 

from the current location and provides the physical 

space needed for expansion.  The ability of the Fair 

Board to rent the property for other events will  

generate income for Olmsted County and the Cities 

of Rochester and Stewartville.  

Our area already plays host to many different 

events which in turn generate income for local busi-

nesses.  The year-round opportunities offered by 

the purchase of this property will add to and 

strengthen our local economy.  Future planning 

includes the development of a modern, fully  func-

tional, campgrounds for events as well as for travel-

ers passing through our area. 

The Olmsted County Fair Board is excited about the 

prospects this expanded parcel of land offers and 

looks forward to the day when it can once again 

offer a FREE Olmsted County Fair. 

Patrick Hurley                                                                 

President, Olmsted County Fair Board 

The National Weather Service has indicated that the June 17th storm included an EF4 

tornado that struck Wadena and the surrounding rural areas.  

According to the  

Wadena County 4-H 

coordinator not only 

were the fairgrounds 

damaged but also 

the 4-H building 

which should be 

rebuilt by fair time.  

All of the dog agility 

equipment was lost 

as well as fair dis-

plays, rabbit cages 

and many other 

items.  The local 4-H 

clubs are hoping to 

raise enough money 

to replace these items so kids can continue with dog training and have display cases for 

exhibits at the fair.  All donations are greatly appreciated. If you have questions or would 

like to donate you can call Kris Huebsch, Wadena County 4-H Coordinator, at the Wadena 

Extension Office at 218-631-7623 or email robis017@umn.edu. 

 

mailto:robis017@umn.edu


Legislative Report for 2010ñfrom Jerry Schoenfeld WISHING EACH 

COUNTY  

A SUCCESSFUL  

FAIR SEASON 
 

Fair Guest 

Passes 
 

 

    In early May, each County Fair 

Secretary should have received their 

guest passes and pocket calendars.   

    These should be given to your 

fair offices and directors. This 

entitles each guest pass holder and a 

guest to free admission, grandstand 

and parking. 

     It is always exciting to visit 

other fairs, meet their people and get 

new ideas.  We encourage you to 

take time and visit a few fairs 

during this county fair season. 
 

 

 

Fair 

Pictures 
    

 Each county this year is encouraged 

to take pictures during their fair 

and pick out five (5) that show new, 

unique and/or something interesting 

that took place. Send your photos 

to: 

 

Nancy Grunhovd 

 4365 320th Avenue 

Gary, MN  56545 

 

   These photos will be used for our 

presentation at the State Convention 

in January. 

   Thanks ahead of time for your 

help and assistance! 
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     The Minnesota Legislative Special Session ended on May 

17,  one day after the conclusion of the regular session.  

During the regular and special sessions approximately one 

billion dollars of expenditure cuts were made.  An additional 

$2 billion dollars of cuts were made by shifting obligations 

to education. Those funds received a promise to be paid 

back in the future. 

     The Minnesota Department of Agriculture took significant 

cuts in funding.  As part of those cuts, almost all MDA grant 

programs were reduced.  The two exceptions included the 

appropriations for the Food ShelvesñMilk Grant and the appropriations for county fairs. 

These two appropriations were not cut at all. 

    Two other pieces of legislation were enacted during the regular session that had some 

effect on County Fairs.  One of those was a resolution which passed that designated 2011 

as the òYear of the County Fairó. 

When first introduced SF 2941 also had the potential to affect county fairs.  The bill did 

four things.   

It created a 4-H surcharge that could have been collected by the                               

State Fair for admissions to support 4-H programming statewide.  

A second provision could have placed a surcharge on county fair                              

admissions to support 4-H programs in the county.   

A third provision allowed municipalities to spend money for county                           

extension work.   

The fourth provision required the University of Minnesota to adopt                       

a policy authorizing participant fees on 4-H programs in a county to                            

be used for the cost of providing a 4-H educator in that county.  

     The Minnesota Federation of County Fairs reviewed the legislation and opposed three 

of the four provisions.  MFCF agreed to the municipality provision.  

     The federation was concerned about the precedents which would diminish the role of 

counties and their obligation to fund 4-H.  The legislative provision which provided for a 

State Fair surcharge was also opposed by the Minnesota State Fair.   

      After extensive hearings the legislation was reduced to the single provision that al-

lowed municipalities to pay for county extension work and that provision was signed into 

law by the Governor.  

REMINDER:   

ANY COUNTY FAIR OFFICER AND/OR DIRECTOR CAN MAKE 

SUGGESTIONS FOR WORKSHOPS OR INFORMATION BYWAYS  

BY DIRECTING THEM TO THEIR DISTRICT DIRECTOR FOR 

THE 2011 ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION. 



Donna Speltz, Executive Secretary 

28651 County Road #73 

Utica, MN   55979 

We have completed the summary of the evaluations we received for the work-

�V�K�R�S�V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���D�W���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�·�V���0�)�&�)���&�R�Q�Y�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�������7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���W�R���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�K�R��
took the time to submit an evaluation�³it helps us as we plan for workshops 

that will provide the information our members want.  The evaluations were 

based upon 1-5 rating, with 5 being the highest possible score. 

 Registration    4.29 

 Director Breakfast   4.27 

 Awards Luncheon   4.38 

 Friday Showcase   3.75 

 Saturday Showcase   4.10 

 Keynote Luncheon   4.33 

WORKSHOPS 

�'�R�Q�·�W���7�K�U�R�Z���7�R�P�D�W�R�H�V���L�Q���0�\���)�L�H�O�G���R�I���'�U�H�D�P�V  4.66 

Sponsorship/Grant Writing   4.41 

Extension/4-H Update    4.0 

Social Media 101    4.49 

Basic Parliamentary Procedure   3.81 

Working with the Media   4.23 

Minnesota Board of Health   3.91  

Insurance     3.81 

2010 MFCF CONVENTION EVALUATION  

Demo Derbies    3.85 

Legislative Update    4.5 

Celebrate the Arts    2.81 

Emergency/Evacuation Plans   4.23 

�*�R�D�O�V���W�R���´�)�$�,�5�µ���6�X�F�F�H�V�V   4.13 

Spouse Tour    4.66 

INFORMATION BYWAYS 

Free Entertainment    4.0 

New and Unique Ideas that Worked in 2009  4.2 

Contests     3.99 

Paid Gate/Free Gate    4.31 

MN Board of Electricity   4.4 

Successful Grandstand Shows   3.85 

Promotional Ideas for Fairs & Carnivals  3.88 

Daycare Activities & Entertainment  3.75 

Photography Exhibits/Displays   3.63 

�6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���¶�V���0�H�H�W�L�Q�J    4.3 

The Impossible Takes a Few Days Longer  3.98 

THANKS FOR BEING PART OF THE 

COUNTY FAIR FAMILY ! 

Mark your calendars:   

 

 

IAFE Meeting     November 29th - December 2nd 

 

MFCF Convention       January 14th -16th, 2011 


